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s Iwas successfully disbanded, its members would dis-}
erse, disappointed and resentful all over Latin Amer-}

(- BT — "'* ;
i Editorial — U

- JFK POORLY ADVISED ON CUBAN INVASION

*

dica. Havmg created the Br1gade as. an optlon, the CIAI

So Tong s Americans gather, the Bay OIjf 5 Saesiti
‘Pigs fiasco will be discussed. Gradually more infor-

.mation is comlng to light. Did the Unifed States fail ta Ve

eed ) i
;. to keep its promises and commltments" Y .agr b 4

. nmght be to let the ‘Cubans go where they yearned
, This week Life magazine publishes the sec-'to go. — to Cuba. But he insisted that the plans be
"ond instalment from the forthcoming book. “One drawn on' the basis of “no United States military in-|
“Thousand Days”, written by historian and presidential .tervention,” a stipulation to which no one 1nvolved
" advisor Arthur M. Schlesinger, jr., who says that: 1nt{ made any objection. :

ke ;hedBay oftglgs‘iﬁaszo President Kennedy learned the [ Ine late March, while Secletary of ‘State Dean

ard way that “contingency planning could generate ‘Rusk was attending a SEATO conference, Acting Sec]

. its own momentum and create its own reality”. retary Chester Bowles sat in on a meeting of the
D The article contmuesx ‘ IJomt Chiefs of Staff and was horrified by what he,
i, \heard of the Cuban invasion plan. On March 31 he

Kennedy heard -about the Cuban invasion|gave Rusk a strong memorandum opposing the 1dea,

plans 12 days after his election. CIA Director Allen;put Kennedy never saw it. -
Dulles briefed the new Preside lans, already;

‘well-advanced, for an amphibious operation. Kennedyt

‘gave directions for the program to proceed, with the'

‘understanding that- interest did not mean commitment.

At a State Department mbeting on April 4,
1961, Senator J. William Fulbright - denounced the|
‘whole idea. The operatlon, ‘he said, was wildly out of
)’propm tion to the threat. “Fulbright gave a brave,

That go-ahead, ‘Schlesinger adds, set in mo‘{ old-fashioned American speech — honorable, sensi-
tion diplomatic -and military machinery Kennedy later« tive, strong — and left everyone in the room, except;
found it impossible to, control fully. ,me and possxbly the President wholly unmoved.”

i Tn the weeks that followed, Schlesinger notes,|, The Life article includes these other 1nter-
government “floated as in a void. Neither the outgoing: estmg sidelights on the Bay of Pigs invasion:
_nor the incoming administrations: wanted to makej.

)

e e e g

l

.vide Kennedy with good, analytic advice, ehleﬂy be-|
..cause~he. hxmself was 50 personally mvolved m the‘

|
i .

. fundamental decisions, and most matters continued to{ -

move along existing tracks.”

On the Cuban invasion plan, Schlesinger! -
writes in Life, Kennedy was forced to rely on adv1s-f-

ors with whom he was not familiar, patticularly the|
-entrenched m111tary and intelligence personnel

““If someone comes in to tell me this or thaﬁ:{
'about the minimum . ‘wage “bill,” Kennedy remarknd;

4T have-no hesitation in overruhng .them.’: But  you
. always -assum
“ have some. secret. skﬂl not avaﬂable to ordmary mor-
: tals ”.

that the military intelligence. peoble

Dulles, Schlesmger says, was not able to pro-|\

project.

“Dulles and Richard M. Bissell, jr., also of .
' the CIA accepted progressxve modifications so long
CPYRGHE expedition in some form remained; perhaps| ;
_tMnmnammslv supposed that once the opera-|i

wha|:
" were ' unanimous 1n thelr approval of the proposec’f .
- attack plan. 3

—Robers Amory, jr., deputy director of
‘the CIA for intelligence, was mot informed
at any point about any aspect of the operation.
. “The need-to-know standard, i.e., that no one
“:should be told about the prOJect unless
‘it became operationally necessary, had the,
.idiotic effect of excluding much of the ex-
pertise of government -at a time when every
alfert ”newspaperman knew  something was =~
afoot.

—“Nothing had been more depressing
. than to watch a collection of officials
. '.plepare to sacrifice the world’s growmg

faith in the new American President in order
to defend interests and pursue objectives of = |
their own. Dean Rusk was almost alone in-
recognizing this problem; but his solution was
the curious one of suggesting that someone
other than the President make the final de- :
cision.”

{ _~=Dean Rusk, on reaction to his sugges- :
tion that the invasion be launched from the
U.S. Navy base at Guantanamo Bay: “It is in-

_teresting to observe the Pentagon people.,
-tion_began o ﬂﬁfﬁm 1 WOUIG™ “"t N P““""'W“ Wi They are .periectly willing to.put the Presi-
fa1l "o
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dent’s head on the block, but they recoil from
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